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BACK MOSES'S DAY IN EGYPT
Temple Found in Memphis

May Cast New Light
on Biblical History

i
"rk of exploration la left to America In theseTNI In the Held of archeology, for Instance,

there are no expedition of importance anywhere
In the world except thoae Bent out from thla coun-
try; and In Egypt, a land where rerorda of Incal-
culable value to the antiquarian and the historian are
hurled thickly, the noaton Museum of Fine Arte and the
University of Pennsylvania Museum are the only Insti-
tutions that have conducted excavations within a year.

A Thb Bi n has already announced, the expedition
representing the university museum has unearthed a
thing of splendid importance -- he ruins of a temple In
Memphis whose Inscriptions denote that It was erected
during the reign of Hetl I. or of his grandson. Merneptah.
Prior to Merneptah ruled Barneses It., Osar of the .Vile
and the sovereign who he'd the children of Israel In
bondage Moses, then, may have frequented this temple,
and It may he that here Aaron turned the rod Into a
serpent that ate up all the serpents of the royal nfagl- -

cians. (See Exodus vll . In any event. It is be-

lieved that archaeology is about to secure Information
that will throw Important light on Biblical history.

From Philadelphia last winter went the Kckley H.

Coxe. Jr expedition under the direction of Clarence S.
Fisher, curator of the K pt an taction of (he unlvcr-alt- y

museum. Whan he arr.ved in Cairo on December
1. 1914. he found that Kng'and had assumed pro-

tectorate over the land of the Nile, that all Oarman and
Austrian concessions for excavating had been forfeited
and that the country was teeming With unemployed
laborers, many of them experienced In these archaeologi-

cal undertakings.
He at once set about securing permission from the

Department of Antiquities of the Egyptian Government
to work upon the sites of Tanls, Memphis and the pyra-

mid fields of Olzeh. Tanls Is a city In the western delta of
whose existence from the sixth dynasty (beginning 3."'13

B. C.) to the Roman period there Ls proof in the massive
remains of temples and statues, the latter forty and fifty
feet high, dug up several years ago by Prof. W M

Flinders Petrle. the eminent Egyptologist. In 1913 It

was parcelled out to a French and an Austrian company,
but operations upon it had never been started.

Mr Fisher's application for the Austrian half as well
as for the German and Austrian roncc ogl In the
cemeteries at Gir.eh. which had been partly worked was
refused by the British Government, wh'ch i reaen ng

all cancelled grants til; the clos of the war. Mr. Fisher
hopes to secure some part of Tanls later.

In one of the most Important parts of the Glz-- h

pyramid Molds the Boston museum has been confl icting
Investigation! sir.ee 903. Mr. Fisher bc.ng former!
associated with Lr Reisner (here. A 'ransfer of pari
of this site was made by the Boston people to the Ivkl y

B. Coxe, Jr.. undertaking. This ;s the greatest old
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Refoft beginning op Olgah. where he had derided to

Work first, Mr Flatter went over the area of rubbUh

mound", stone piles and palm trees at Brcdeshen. on the
wept hank of the N le fourteen mill! south of Cairo,

which Is nil that remains of the Memphis of Egyptian
ory, and decided to begin operations upon an untouched

portion beneath winch ha believed lay thi ruins of the

royal pillCI of the Si W Empire period. Thin was no

hitch In getting this concession. But Mr. Fisher has not

found the palace He lias found a building of far greater

Importance to archnologlsis and the world nt Inrge.

The (lineh grant was worked from January to March

of this year with force of 10 men. One of the first

rt'srove r!c. was an offering table with two roWl of In-

scriptions around Its edge, containing the names of

KhUfU (Cheope), Kafrs and The meal pyra-

mid of Khufu (Cheapg) towers over these excavations.
He was of the fourth dvnasty, with feign beginning

n! B C. a nolile from middle Kgypti near the modem
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Ben! Hasan; but no record yet found discloses how he

became king.
If the size of a pyramid proclaims the Importance of

t lie monarch who caused It to be bulll, then Khufu wi- -

Indeed a powerful king. Ills Is a monstrous achieve-
ment, containing some 2,300.000 blocks, and requiring Mm

work of 100,000 men through twenty years, If we are to

believe our old friend Herodotus. The stone was .(Hur-

ried on the opposite side of the river and floated over;

It took ten years to build a colossal causeway up which
those blocks could be hauled to the plateau on which

the pyramid stands.
Khafn, fill successor, built the second pyramid at this

point. Il ls smaller nnd of inferior workma nshlp, hut nt

the east margin of It are the scanty ruins of a pyramid
temple. The great sphinx guards the entrance to this
and to the causeway running to the pyramid enclosure

above, and srchieologlsts hnve long tried to determine
Whither Khafre was responsible for the great sphinx
There is a possibility that the Inscriptions on the offering
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table Just discovered will when deciphered throw light
on this problem.

Dedefra was a mysterious monarch of whom little Is
known, and he has been tentatively placed In the fourth
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Another important find is an offering
of mud l i cks with a ribbed vault of -pc
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the excavation of any ancient site.
A statue in relief and Ktelui Wen In the chamber, all

In excellent state. Mr. Fisher place! the tomb in which
ll was found "not later thin the sixth dvnusl." It
miKht wall be much earlier, since the King fjioger i

300U I'., r Introduced the Hist stone tombs, and those
Itruoturei in brick wenl nui of faahlon

A painted stntuelte abuul fifteen Inches high aoi
found in a small walled up nil he in thll chamber, and la

lii the bail met hod uf the artiata of the llfih and sixth
dynast ns. The museum authorities think il Is one of the
oldest statues kii"a. With a prungblg date of 4000 B. C.

In .March the I Vnnsy aula section moved camp to
Memphis and liegan Work there on the 13th The out-

break of the war had terminated the research of Prof,
Petri! here, which be had been conduct. ng since 1904
and in which the I'nlverilty of had pgr

Pennsylvania University
Expedition Excavates

Many Rare Articles
tlCtpated. The great granite sphinx which stnnds In the
courtyard of the university museum stood In the temple
of Ptah In the city Menca founded In 4000 B. C. Prof.
Petrle dug It up In 1912.

Tt Is the aim of the Eckley It. Coxe, Jr., expedition
to carry on the Memphlte excavations In the thorough,
systematic, unhurried manner characterizing Petrle's
work. There Is much to bo done. He has "merely
scratched the surface." Sand from the desert and mud
from the Nile through centuries have accumulated, bury-
ing the city far below; and since the Moslem conquest
the site has been used as a quarry for building stone,
much of nearby Cairn having been built from It. Opera-

tions present many difficulties.
The surface stratum was found covered with heavy

mud brick walls of Roman or Ptolemaic Origin that Is. 30
B. C. or S23 B. C. A trench was sunk down through this
to the water level, and as the seepage of the Nile would
Interfere with results a pump was Installed to keep the
trench dry. Mr. Fisher then built a railroad to carry to
to g distance the rubbish removed, thereby immensely
facilitating operations.

Below the first stratum is a layer whose period of
occupation has no. been determined, and below that were
found traces of a wall of such proportions that Mr.
Fisher was certain he bad como upon hUs royal palace.
Near It were two projecting columns that Prof Betrle
bail partly uncovered, "n April 10 Mr. Fisher wrote to
the museum:

"I am sure that we have the beginnings of the palace
here The columns bear long Inscriptions and the
panels of the doors have also Inscriptions and reliefs
of the King Merneptah making offerings to different
deities."

But as the work progressed II developed that this was
a temple of King Set! I or nil grandson, not the royal
pall S of the New Empire. We know from papyri and
monuments already deciphered that a temple was built
in Memphis by Betl 1. and that his ion, Rametei n.. re-

built it. Statues of the k.ng have been unearthed here
by other curators. Merneptah was the thirteenth son
of Rami ami reigned fr.m 1234 B. C, to 1214 B. C.

Bir u ther It Is the temple of Setl I. or of Mernep-

tah. this Is i find nf fur ur iter importance than the
palace would have been. The best authorities now place
the date ..f the exodui us 1213 It. C, and Identify Rameses
as the Pharaoh referred to. Merneptah. we read, main-
tained friendly relations With his Hltttte. neighbors, but
during the troubled days of his S!!ceef..r. when anarchy
ruled, the supposition ls that Moses led his brethren out
of the land of bondage.

M'ses. then, was :ti Egypt When Mvrt.ept.ib was king
The world will wait with interest for possible light
upon Moses .r the Israelite! from this expedition.

Put its task is tedious and requires) Infinite patience.
When the eolumni referred to nhvo were completely
freed from thlr encircling debrll tbev were coated With
mud and the surface of the st"ne itself was wet and soft
They could not be cleaned and examined until dried in
the sun. after whletl the earth peel! ..ft.

The greatest kiii must be exercised in handling the
st.me beneath. There have been many break-- , inaiiy
cracks; portions are chipped off or are loose, . rojMh
or hasty touch may destroy an Invaluable record

ir is impossible to keep Egyptian workmen al their
posts during the hot spell, nnd toward the li-- of June
Mr. l";her discontinued excavations, In another week
he will be back ut the Memphis temple. Beildea th

OFF ERTORlUM IN THE TEMPLE

rightly

Pennsylvania

Information he believes ha will find regarding Blbl al
history, American arcbwologtsti th.uk that then Ii a
stiong likelihood of ins getting eventually to si una below
this one, to depths yet unturned, and Al (ling traces
there of the prehistoric Mimphltei, those people obvl
unity not barbarian! who were there before Mencs, there
before ,' It. and of Whom the Nile aeems t., have
washed gway every Impression.

Four thousand small articles, nil told, have thus far
been added to the F.gyptian department of the museum
by tbi operatlun in Memphis Among mem are maty
busts of terra COttg, icarahl, told Jewelry, am ilets, stone
vases There is the head of a stame at red sandstone
and one of a llmeitons statuette. Ne ther lias the rock

ryats) ayea given to statuei in this remarkable era. but
they may have dropped out In thn course of the thou-
sands of yean they have been burled, for the cavities
are still there

tine head mas be that of a slave, or of arc one of
the numerous forr en and Inferior races , , end in the
Memphis of tint day; the other displays a striking
countenance It wears a hegddfMI, Which mav Indicate
a monarch or Itlbjeei prince, and a high order of in-

telligence del fed by the features.
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